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down in the world, as well as the arts and manage-
ment by which others from nothing rise to wealth
and estates.

Here he hears of one ruined by too much trade, and
of another starved for want of trade; from all which
observations he may learn something useful to him-
self, and fit to guide his own measures by, that he
may not fall into the same mischiefs under which he
sees others sink, and that he may take the advantage
of that prudence by which he sees others rise.

All these things will naturally occur to him in
his conversing among his fellow-tradesmen; a settled
little society of trading people, who understand bu-
siness, and are carrying on trade in the same manner
with himself, no matter whether they are of the very
same trades or no, and perhaps better not; such a
society shall, if due observations are made from it,
teach the tradesman more than his apprenticeship;
for there he learnt the operation, here he learns the
progression; his apprenticeship is his grammar-
school, this is his university; behind his master's
counter, or in his warehouse, he learnt the first ru-
diments of trade, but here he learns the trading
sciences; here he comes to learn the secrets, speak
the language, understand the meaning of everything
of which before he only learnt the beginning; the
apprenticeship inducts him, and leads him as the
nurse the child, this finishes him; there he learnt
the beginning of trade, here he sees it in its full
extent; in a word, there he learnt to trade, here he
is made a complete tradesman.

Even from your silly empty tradesmen many
things may be learnt in trade; for though it is not
absolutely necessary that every tradesman should
be a philosopher, yet every tradesman, in his way,
knows something that even a philosopher may learn
from.